


Joe Romano Bio……

Show Description…..

Magician Joe Romano brings popular children’s books to life through the art of magic & illusion!

Joe Romano’s “Books! The Magic Is Real!” is an incredible magic show that uses plot lines from classic and 
current popular literature choices such as “Harry Potter”, “Diary of a Wimpy Kid”, “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events”, “Snowflake Bentley” and more!  It’s no wonder your students will love this show. 

Romano motivates students by igniting a passion for reading all through the school year. “Books! The Magic is 
Real” is a fast paced production filled with music, comedy, audience interaction and or course….magic!  Even 
teachers find they draw inspiration from this production, which makes it easier to think of ways to help keep 
this energy flowing even after the assembly is over. The “bug” for reading gets going around, and soon everyone 
catches it. 

Joe Romano has appeared in every major theme park in the United States including Universal Studios, Walt Disney 
World, Knott’s Berry Farm, Six Flags Texas and Six Flags America. His appearances include The White House, Disney 
Cruise Lines and halftime appearances at The Washington Redskins football games. Most recently, Romano was 
chosen to open for First Lady, Michele Obama at the "Read Across America" celebration at the Library of Congress.

“Books! The Magic is Real!” has been called the best reading assembly ever, by parents and educators alike!
Come experience “real magic” with “Books! The Magic is Real!”!



Some Important 
Vocabulary Used in the 
Show….

Biography - A biography tells the true 
story of another person’s life. Do you want 
to write your own biography? You could 
write about an author, a movie star, a war 
hero, an athlete or even a family member. 
Once you’ve chosen someone to write about, 
find out as much as you can about that 
person. Read about the person, or interview 
the person if he or she is someone you know.

Character - a person or animal who appears 
in a story, book, play, movie, or television 
show.  Who is a your favorite character 
ever?

Plot - the plot is basically what happens 

in the story. The plot consists of a certain 
set of events that propel the reader 
through the story. Teaching the kids these 
parts of the plot helps them identify the 
important events in the story. 

*  Exposition - This is the introductory 
information that is needed to understand 
the story.

* Rising Action - This is the conflict that 
kicks off the action in the story.

* Climax - The point in the story where the 
action comes to a peak!

* Resolution - how was the conflict 
resolved?



It’s Not Magic…Getting Your Students to 
Read….

1.  Let Them Read Want they Want - Let kids read what 
catches their eye and ignites their imagination as they 
build their relationship with reading. Comic Books, Video 
Game Manuals or even….Captain Underpants!

2. Read out loud to your Students - Act out the story, 
use funny voices or music as you are telling the story.

3.  Pair Books with Activities - Turn your boy into a human 
pizza after reading “Pete's a Pizza”. Supply simple props 
like rocks and boxes while reading “Roxaboxen”. Try out 
some of the recipes at the end of “Eating Fractions”.

4.  Reading Competitions - who doesn’t love a good game? 
Challenge your class to read a specific number of books 
in specific amount of time.  If your kids read 100 books in 
month you will dress like Princess Elsa from “Frozen”. 



A sample of Books used by Joe Romano during, “Books! The Magic is Real!”

“The Cat in Hat” by Dr. Seuss

Poor Dick and Sally. It's cold and wet and they're stuck in the house with 
nothing to do . . . until a giant cat in a hat shows up, transforming the dull 
day into a madcap adventure and almost wrecking the place in the process! 
Written by Dr. Seuss in 1957 in response to the concern that "pallid primers 
[with] abnormally courteous, unnaturally clean boys and girls' were 
leading to growing illiteracy among children, The Cat in the Hat (the first 
Random House Beginner Book) changed the way our children learn how to 
read.

“Diary of a Wimpy Kid” by Jeff Kinney

It’s a new school year, and Greg Heffley finds himself thrust into middle 
school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways with kids who are 
taller, meaner, and already shaving. The hazards of growing up before 
you’re ready are uniquely revealed through words and drawings as Greg 
records them in his diary. This book averages 70,000 readers a day!

“The Frog Prince” by Jenni James

Prince Nolan has had enough of Princess Blythe—the woman to whom he has 

been betrothed since infancy—and her simpering letters. Does the 
princess truly not have a brain in her head? Never before has he 
communicated with someone who seemed so childish and spoiled. It was time 
he met her for himself, to decide if he could actually follow through with 
this marriage. But to do it right, she must not see how handsome he is. He 
needs a disguise—something that would show him her true nature.

Nolan asks an old herb woman to transform him into a creature that is 
disgusting to any female—a frog. The spell will last thirty days unless 
the princess does the impossible and kisses him. Now the true test begins. 
Will Blythe prove to be as monstrously annoying as he believes she is, or 
will he learn to see past his judgments and find a loving princess waiting 
for him?

“holes” by Louis Sachar

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good-
dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since 
followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent 
to a boys' detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build 
character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet 
wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are 
an awful lot of holes. It doesn't take long for Stanley to realize there's 
more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys 
are digging holes because the warden is looking for something. But what 
could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in 
this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment-and 
redemption.



“harry Potter” by J.K. rowling

Harry Potter has no idea how famous he is. That's because he's being raised 
by his miserable aunt and uncle who are terrified Harry will learn that 
he's really a wizard, just as his parents were. But everything changes 
when Harry is summoned to attend an infamous school for wizards, and he 
begins to discover some clues about his illustrious birthright. From the 
surprising way he is greeted by a lovable giant, to the unique curriculum 
and colorful faculty at his unusual school, Harry finds himself drawn deep 
inside a mystical world he never knew existed and closer to his own noble 
destiny.

“Snowflake Bentley” by jacqueline Briggs Martin

From the time he was a small boy in Vermont, Wilson Bentley saw 
snowflakes as small miracles. And he determined that one day his camera 
would capture for others the wonder of the tiny crystal. Bentley's 
enthusiasm for photographing snowflakes was often misunderstood in his 
time, but his patience and determination revealed two important truths: no 
two snowflakes are alike; and each one is startlingly beautiful. His story 
is gracefully told and brought to life in lovely woodcuts, giving children 
insight into a soul who had not only a scientist's vision and perseverance 
but a clear passion for the wonders of nature. Snowflake Bentley won the 
1999 Caldecott Medal.

“The boys of steel” by Marc Tyler Nobleman

Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, two high school misfits in Depression-era 
Cleveland, were more like Clark Kent--meek, mild, and myopic--than his 
secret identity, Superman. Both boys escaped into the worlds of science 
fiction and pulp magazine adventure tales. Jerry wrote his own original 
stories and Joe illustrated them. In 1934, the summer they graduated 
from high school, they created a superhero who was everything they were 
not. It was four more years before they convinced a publisher to take a 
chance on their Man of Steel in a new format--the comic book. The author 
includes a provocative afterword about the long struggle Jerry and Joe 
had with DC Comics when the boys realized they had made a mistake in 
selling all rights to Superman for a mere $130.


